
Joshua 3:14-4:14 

14
When the people set out from their tents to cross over the Jordan, the 

priests bearing the ark of the covenant were in front of the 

people. 
15

Now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of 

harvest. So when those who bore the ark had come to the Jordan, and the 

feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the edge of the 

water, 
16

the waters flowing from above stood still, rising up in a single 

heap far off at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, while those 

flowing toward the sea of the Arabah, the Dead Sea, were wholly cut 

off. Then the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 
17

While all Israel 

were crossing over on dry ground, the priests who bore the ark of the 

covenant of the LORD stood on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, 

until the entire nation finished crossing over the Jordan. 

4When the entire nation had finished crossing over the Jordan, 

the LORD said to Joshua: 
2
“Select twelve men from the people, one from 

each tribe, 
3
and command them, ‘Take twelve stones from here out of 

the middle of the Jordan, from the place where the priests’ feet stood, 

carry them over with you, and lay them down in the place where you 

camp tonight.’” 
4
Then Joshua summoned the twelve men from the 

Israelites, whom he had appointed, one from each tribe. 
5
Joshua said to 

them, “Pass on before the ark of the LORD your God into the middle of 

the Jordan, and each of you take up a stone on his shoulder, one for each 

of the tribes of the Israelites, 
6
so that this may be a sign among you. 

When your children ask in time to come, ‘What do those stones mean to 

you?’ 
7
then you shall tell them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off 

in front of the ark of the covenant of the LORD. When it crossed over the 

Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. So these stones shall be to 

the Israelites a memorial forever.” 
8
The Israelites did as Joshua 

commanded. They took up twelve stones out of the middle of the Jordan, 

according to the number of the tribes of the Israelites, as the LORD told 

Joshua, carried them over with them to the place where they camped, 

and laid them down there. 
9
(Joshua set up twelve stones in the middle of 



the Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests bearing the ark of 

the covenant had stood; and they are there to this day.) 

10
The priests who bore the ark remained standing in the middle of the 

Jordan, until everything was finished that the LORD commanded Joshua 

to tell the people, according to all that Moses had commanded Joshua. 

The people crossed over in haste. 
11

As soon as all the people had 

finished crossing over, the ark of the LORD, and the priests, crossed over 

in front of the people. 
12

The Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe 

of Manasseh crossed over armed before the Israelites, as Moses had 

ordered them. 
13

About forty thousand armed for war crossed over before 

the LORD to the plains of Jericho for battle. 
14

On that day 

the LORD exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they stood in awe 

of him, as they had stood in awe of Moses, all the days of his life.  



Joshua 24:1-28 

24Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and 

summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; 

and they presented themselves before God. 
2
And Joshua said to all the 

people, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Long ago your 

ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the 

Euphrates and served other gods. 
3
Then I took your father Abraham 

from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and 

made his offspring many. I gave him Isaac; 
4
and to Isaac I gave Jacob 

and Esau. I gave Esau the hill country of Seir to possess, but Jacob and 

his children went down to Egypt. 
5
Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I 

plagued Egypt with what I did in its midst; and afterwards I brought you 

out. 
6
When I brought your ancestors out of Egypt, you came to the sea; 

and the Egyptians pursued your ancestors with chariots and horsemen to 

the Red Sea. 
7
When they cried out to the LORD, he put darkness between 

you and the Egyptians, and made the sea come upon them and cover 

them; and your eyes saw what I did to Egypt. Afterwards you lived in 

the wilderness a long time. 
8
Then I brought you to the land of the 

Amorites, who lived on the other side of the Jordan; they fought with 

you, and I handed them over to you, and you took possession of their 

land, and I destroyed them before you. 
9
Then King Balak son of Zippor 

of Moab, set out to fight against Israel. He sent and invited Balaam son 

of Beor to curse you, 
10

but I would not listen to Balaam; therefore he 

blessed you; so I rescued you out of his hand. 
11

When you went over the 

Jordan and came to Jericho, the citizens of Jericho fought against you, 

and also the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 

Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites; and I handed them over to 

you. 
12

I sent the hornet ahead of you, which drove out before you the 

two kings of the Amorites; it was not by your sword or by your bow. 
13

I 

gave you a land on which you had not labored, and towns that you had 

not built, and you live in them; you eat the fruit of vineyards and 

oliveyards that you did not plant. 
14

“Now therefore revere the LORD, and 



serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your 

ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 

15
Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom 

you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region 

beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are 

living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 
16

Then 

the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake 

the LORD to serve other gods; 
17

for it is the LORD our God who brought 

us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of 

slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us 

along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through 

whom we passed; 
18

and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, 

the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve 

the LORD, for he is our God.” 
19

But Joshua said to the people, “You 

cannot serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will 

not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 
20

If you forsake 

the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and 

consume you, after having done you good.” 
21

And the people said to 

Joshua, “No, we will serve the LORD!” 
22

Then Joshua said to the people, 

“You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD, 

to serve him.” And they said, “We are witnesses.” 
23

He said, “Then put 

away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to 

the LORD, the God of Israel.” 
24

The people said to Joshua, 

“The LORD our God we will serve, and him we will obey.” 
25

So Joshua 

made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and 

ordinances for them at Shechem. 
26

Joshua wrote these words in the book 

of the law of God; and he took a large stone, and set it up there under the 

oak in the sanctuary of the LORD. 
27

Joshua said to all the people, “See, 

this stone shall be a witness against us; for it has heard all the words of 

the LORD that he spoke to us; therefore it shall be a witness against you, 

if you deal falsely with your God.” 
28

So Joshua sent the people away to 

their inheritances. 

 


